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not going to be able to get this done 
before we go home for the elections. 

What a sad thing for our country. 
People are dying as a result of these 
problems with food. It is a shame we 
cannot get this done. We have almost 
400 matters that have passed the House 
of Representatives, and we cannot deal 
with them here because the Repub-
licans say no. That is not the way to do 
business. In years past, these things 
would have gone through very easily. 

We should be concerned about some-
thing as important as this issue, and 
the focus should be—and deserves to 
be—on the person who is holding up 
this legislation. It is too bad. There are 
all kinds of excuses, but excuses do not 
do the trick. People have come to see 
me who have been deathly ill. All that 
could have been avoided. The legisla-
tion would do that. It is bipartisan in 
nature. It should be completed. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS LENDING FUND 
ACT OF 2010 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 5297, which the clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5297) to create the Small Busi-

ness Lending Fund Program to direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make capital 
investments in eligible institutions in order 
to increase the availability of credit for 
small businesses, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax incentives 
for small business job creation, and for other 
purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid (for Baucus/Landrieu) amendment No. 

4594, in the nature of a substitute. 
Reid (for Nelson (FL)) modified amend-

ment No. 4595 (to amendment No. 4594), to 
exempt certain amounts subject to other in-
formation reporting from the information 
reporting provisions of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act. 

Reid (for Johanns) modified amendment 
No. 4596 (to amendment No. 4595), to repeal 
the expansion of information reporting re-
quirements for payments of $600 or more to 
corporations. 

Reid amendment No. 4597 (to the language 
proposed to be stricken by amendment No. 
4594), to change the enactment date. 

Reid amendment No. 4598 (to amendment 
No. 4597), of a perfecting nature. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Montana. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, Theo-
dore Roosevelt once said: 

Far and away the best prize that life offers 
is the chance to work hard at work worth 
doing. 

Americans prize hard work. We value 
a day’s pay earned at honest labor, and 
that is one reason the great recession 
that started in 2008 has been particu-
larly hard on Americans. The great re-
cession robbed 8 million Americans of 
one of the best prizes that life offers— 
their work. 

That is why for 2 years now we have 
been working hard to create jobs. We 
worked to create jobs by passing the 
Recovery Act at the beginning of last 
year. The nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office says that the Recovery 
Act ‘‘increased the number of full-time 
equivalent jobs by 2 million to 4.8 mil-
lion compared with what would have 
occurred.’’ 

We worked to create jobs by passing 
the HIRE Act in March of this year. 
The Treasury Department found ‘‘an 
estimated 4.5 million workers who have 
been unemployed for 8 weeks or longer 
were hired by employers who are eligi-
ble for the HIRE Act payroll tax ex-
emption.’’ 

We have been working to create jobs 
with this small business bill before us. 
We have been working to pass this bill 
since June. That is right, since June. 
Here it is September. Finally we are 
going to get this bill passed—I hope. 

The economists tell us that this 
small business jobs bill could help 
small businesses create as many as half 
a million new jobs. 

This small business jobs bill would 
provide small businesses with access to 
capital. It would create incentives for 
investment. It would support innova-
tion and entrepreneurship. This small 
business jobs bill would give small 
businesses $12 billion in tax cuts. It 
would increase small business lending. 
It would help small business owners get 
private capital to finance expansion 
and hire new workers. It would reward 
entrepreneurs for investing in new 
small businesses. It would help Main 
Street businesses compete with big 
companies. All these things would help 
small businesses to create as many as 
half a million more jobs. 

The Joint Committee on Taxation 
has prepared a technical explanation of 
the bill which expresses the Finance 
Committee’s legislative intent behind 
the tax provisions. It is available on 
the Joint Committee’s Web site. 

This small business jobs bill has been 
hard work. For something this com-
mon sense, it has been harder work 
than we thought it would be. Some 
folks on the other side of the aisle have 
thrown obstacles in the way. Some 
have thrown in our way pretty much 
everything but the kitchen sink. Today 
they are throwing the kitchen sink in 
our way as well. 

Today, before we can vote on this 
targeted small business jobs bill, some 
on the other side have resorted to the 
last refuge of delay. They are proposing 
motions to suspend the rules of the 
Senate. They are throwing two more 
votes in the way. 

But in case anyone is taking these 
last-minute antics at face value, let me 
set the record straight. These motions 
to suspend the rules are not serious 
legislating. These motions are not the 
way the Senate enacts law. We do not 
enact law by suspending the rules. 

Rather, these motions are the way 
that folks score points. These motions 
are the way folks try to embarrass 

other people. These motions, quite 
frankly, are stunts. 

If you take them at face value, these 
motions address two tax provisions 
that expired at the end of last year. 
They are two examples of what folks 
around here call tax extenders. 

Here is the irony: We have been try-
ing to extend these and other expiring 
tax provisions for months. Yes, lit-
erally for months. We took up the ex-
tenders bill in March, and we have been 
trying again and again to pass a pack-
age of all the expiring provisions pret-
ty much all year since then. 

To make it entirely clear, I will try 
again today. Before the vote on the 
motions to suspend the rules, I will ask 
unanimous consent to take up and pass 
the full set of expiring provisions. In a 
few minutes, I will ask unanimous con-
sent to take up and pass a paid-for, re-
sponsible set of expiring provisions. 
One way or another, Congress will ad-
dress these expiring provisions. We al-
ways do. We will do so again this year. 

But no one should be misled. These 
motions to suspend the rules today are 
not serious legislating. They are mere-
ly two more in a series of delays 
thrown up in front of this bill. We 
should reject these delaying tactics. 
We should get on with passing this bill 
to create small business jobs. 

Creating jobs is what people sent us 
here to do, and now is the time to do it. 

Thanks to Tuesday’s vote, we are fi-
nally bringing this debate to a close. It 
is certainly time. It is time to get this 
work done. It is time to help small 
businesses. It is time to help create up 
to half a million new jobs. This bill has 
been hard work, but this bill is work 
worth doing. So let’s bring this debate 
to a close. Let’s reject the transparent 
efforts to delay some have thrown in 
the way, and let’s target this targeted 
tax relief to small businesses today. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
sometime today the majority leader 
will file cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed to the Defense authorization bill, 
setting up a vote for next week on this 
important legislation. Under ordinary 
circumstances, this would be a 
straightforward, noncontroversial vote 
that could unite the two parties on a 
matter related to our common defense. 
But not this year. 

This year, Democrats would rather 
use this bill to manufacture con-
troversy. Worse still, in their deter-
mination to meet their own campaign 
promises ahead of the upcoming elec-
tion, Democrats have decided to put 
their own political interests ahead of 
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